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Biggest hurdles in Flanders 
to decarbonising buildings

Belgium has the 
highest ‘Spark Price’ in 
Europe
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The Dutch lowered their spark price from 2015 
while Belgium remains the highest in Europe

The Netherlands
Belgium
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And sales have climbed dramatically since 

Obviously, there are other 
factors here too – like the 
Dutch declaration to phase-
out gas but the big one is 
the spark price
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The main opportunity is 
using the industrial 
competitiveness agenda to 
push to change the non-
residential price ratio
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Two things I don’t understand:

Has any homeowner ever said, ‘What I really want it not one, but 
two, heating systems I don’t really understand?’

The focus around hybrid heating systems is a distraction and not 
helpful.

Why be an ‘A’ and all of that effort when you can be a ‘C’ and have 
the time and money to enjoy yourself?

It’s more important to get all houses to ‘C’ with decarbonised 
heating than it is to get a few houses to ‘A’ but still with gas heating.
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Flanders has good technical and legal support 
but big lack of funds and skills for heat planning
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Managing expectations – how much can a town 
or city support heating decarbonisation?

Good News: Flanders has some 
of the best-run, most 
progressive cities in Europe

Bad News: Most of the little 
towns and villages don’t feel 
responsibility for heat 
decarbonisation or recognise the 
role they could play
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Building renovations are very expensive and 
have the worst ROI for city climate actions
(This doesn’t include increased building value)
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Simply not an issue that I 
have seen in local 
elections.
No expectation from 
citizens that local 
government will do much 
on building renovations.
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REASONS FOR OPTIMISM: 

1) Solar is cheaper than fencing
2) One-stop shops for every 80,000 people
3) Obligation to renovate 3% of public buildings beginning later 

this decade
4) Emissions Trading Scheme in 2027 will move price ratio a bit
5) First draft of Long-Term Building Renovation Strategy is due 

Dec. 2025
6) There is a window right now in political negotiations to make 

the price ratio an issue
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